May 7, 2010
Student Model United Nations:nf

THE PEEL DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD

Minutes of the Student Model United Nations Meeting of The Peel District School Board, held in the Board Room, the H. J. A. Brown Education Centre, 5650 Hurontario Street, Mississauga, Ontario, on Friday, May 7, 2010 at 9:00 a.m.

Those present:

Australia, represented by Glenforest Secondary School, Asharib Syed
Brazil, represented by Gordon Graydon Memorial Secondary School, Wesley Williams
Canada, represented by Chinguacousy Secondary School, Amardeep Singh
China, represented by Humberview Secondary School, Martina De Ruyte
Ecuador, represented by The Woodlands School, Gemma Stanton-Magan
France, represented by Mississauga Secondary School, Arathie Rajakumar
Germany, represented by Chinguacousy Secondary School, Harminder Nijjar
Ghana, represented by Bramalea Secondary School, Ayesha Patel
India, represented by Mayfield Secondary School, Mark Calderaro
Jamaica, represented by Central Peel Secondary School, Ilona Yehia
Japan, represented by Heart Lake Secondary School, Sukhdev Dhaliwal
Kenya, represented by Erindale Secondary School, Hana Delibasic
Mexico, represented by North Park Secondary School, Yashovardhan Paliwal
Netherlands, represented by Fletcher’s Meadow Secondary School, Shelby Holmgren
Nigeria, represented by Cawthra Park Secondary School, Rebecca Bryan
Peru, represented by Streetsville Secondary School, Kayria Tagheli
Philippines, represented by Turner Fenton Secondary School, Hamna Amjad
Russian Federation, represented by Stephen Lewis Secondary School, Shefa Obaid
South Africa, represented by Brampton Centennial Secondary School, Colton Brydgas
Uganda, represented by Rick Hansen Secondary School, Jasneet Dulai
United Kingdom, represented by T.L. Kennedy Secondary School, Ro’a Saafan
United States, represented by Sandalwood Heights Secondary School, Inderbir Singh Rai
Nicole Fernandes, Board Reporter

1.
Call to Order and National Anthem

Acting as Secretary General of the Student Model UN, Janet McDougald, Chair of the Peel District School Board, called the meeting to order.  The assembly stood during the playing of the National Anthem.  Janet McDougald welcomed student delegates, teachers, staff members, and guests to this year’s Student Model United Nations.  

2.
Letters of Greetings
Letters of greetings to Model U.N. participants had been received from:  United Nations Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon; Governor General of Canada, Michaëlle Jean; Prime Minister of Canada, Stephen Harper; Premier of Ontario, Dalton McGuinty; Permanent Representative of Canada to the United Nations, Ambassador John McNee; Ontario Minister of Education, Leona Dombrowsky.

3.
Opening Remarks
Janet McDougald explained that the success of the Board's first Student Model UN, held in 1995 to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the United Nations, led to the continuation of this great learning opportunity for secondary school students over the years.  She highlighted the subjects of previous Student Model U.N. events, including:  the United Nations' peacekeeping role, landmines, child soldiers, child labour, HIV/AIDS, human rights, terrorism, Kyoto protocol, water as a human right, gender equality, international arms trade, and indigenous peoples and climate change.  She remarked that this event enables students to enhance their research and debating skills, their awareness of other countries, and to learn about the complex nature of international decision-making.  Further, it allows students to explore global issues from many countries' points of view, and encourages students to consider themselves global citizens who can make valuable contributions to the world.

Janet McDougald also welcomed students who were watching the live proceedings of today's Student Model UN from their classrooms.  She provided a brief overview of the day’s agenda, and made general announcements about facilities and services within the Board.
4.
Tony Pontes, Director of Education
Director of Education, Tony Pontes welcomed everyone to the 15th annual Peel Student Model United Nations.  He highlighted the significance of today’s topic, Food Security, noting that the availability of food is not consistent across the world.  Some of the current food production and trading systems are taking a devastating toll on some of the world's poorest people as well as affecting the diversity of crops that are being produced.  He spoke of the small number of companies that control the world’s commercial seed market, and the risks to small farmers in producing food and maintaining their livelihood.  He quoted the World Food Program statistics that 1.02 billion people, or one in six people, do not get enough food to be healthy.
Director Pontes stated that today’s Model UN is one step for the students along the journey to becoming active, compassionate and devoted world citizens, showing that they care about the world and the collective future.  He thanked today's delegates for being willing to take on their role, and he thanked Janet McDougald for being the Master of Ceremonies throughout the day. He noted that Janet McDougald is passionate about youth involvement in global issues and has participated in this event since year one.  He also recognized Shawn Moynihan, Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction Support Services, for his department’s funding of this event since its inception.  He explained to the student delegates that one of the most significant tasks today is to debate on the proposed resolution and consider their position on the alternate resolutions put forward by their fellow delegates.  Director Pontes then welcomed Susan Walsh, Executive Director of USC Canada, to give the keynote presentation at today’s Student Model UN.  

5.
Keynote Presentation:  Susan Walsh 

Using a PowerPoint presentation, Susan Walsh commenced with slides depicting farmers and she asked students for their interpretation of the slides.  She stated that the ranks of people living in extreme poverty has grown to at least one billion, with 150 million being added in the past two years.  She noted that one of the reasons has been a dramatic decrease in public investment in small scale agriculture, from $6 billion in 1980 to $2.8 billion in 2006.  Susan Walsh stated that growing the GDP through agriculture is four times more effective in raising the incomes of people living in extreme poverty.  However, trade rules favour developed nations and corporate interests.  She provided examples:  in Ghana, it is cheaper to buy a bag of frozen chicken parts, than a fresh local one; the top three global seed / pesticide companies, Monsanto, Syngenta, and DuPont, had a 91% increase in their profits in 2007; Wal-Mart, the world’s largest food retailer, had revenues in 2007 that were higher than either of the gross national incomes of Greece or Denmark.  

Providing information on the land grab in African countries in the 21st century, Susan Walsh shared investigative reports on how rich countries now farm an area double the size of the UK to guarantee supplies for their citizens.  Foreign farmland investors are now a serious threat to that continent’s food sovereignty.  She spoke about the conversion of corn into biofuels and agrofuels as energy effective alternatives, but noted that this does not take into account the impact on food production.  
Susan Walsh indicated that people and governments are not looking at what is close at hand - the resilience of small scale farmers and producers.  She elaborated on the resilience of small scale farmers and communities, noting that their ability to cope, adapt, and succeed in the face of adversity is due to several factors such as flexibility, maintaining diversity of seeds and crops, farming and acting for the collective good, etc.  She indicated that this resilience can help in planning better strategies to tackle global hunger.  Susan Walsh spoke about her experiences with farmers in the Andes, where she discovered that farmers practiced ecological complimentarity, which includes:  production in ecologically diverse environment; rotational leadership and consensus-based, local decision-making; bartering and labour exchange; temporary migration; community decisions about land use and food production; biodiversity conservation.  She explained that the features of ecological complimentarity matched those of resilient communities.  Giving the example of farmers being encouraged to grow potatoes suitable for the french fries market, which includes using pesticides and synthetic chemicals, Susan Walsh described how this is undermining agricultural practices in Bolivia.  She explained the vicious circle of farmers depending on chemicals to produce higher yields which in turn lowers the prices of produce.  She advised that the application of Western knowledge and products to local systems leads to erosion of knowledge, biodiversity and resilience.  Central to indigenous knowledge systems is the attention to the interconnections between how the parts operate together rather than in isolation. 
Speaking about food sovereignty, Susan Walsh indicated that people have a right to healthy and culturally appropriate food produced through ecologically sound and sustainable methods, and they also have a right to define their own food and agriculture systems.  She highlighted agroecology, which is the relationship between agricultural activities and the environment/ ecosystems, taking into consideration local ecology, culture, economics, and society when designing viable food production strategies for vibrant farming communities.  

5.
Keynote Presentation:  Susan Walsh (Continued)
Susan Walsh provided the delegates with information on the USC Canada’s Seeds for Survival program, which began in Ethiopia after the famine.  She highlighted how the program has helped farmers to save local crops, through the creation of seed banks, marketing of seeds, and the contributions of farmer scientists.  She asked delegates to take an interest in their local food systems and ensure that Governments care.  Susan Walsh referred to the Seed Map, noting the need to plant genetically diverse crops to preserve foods at risk.  She concluded her presentation by quoting the words of Louis Hennepin, “We told them (the Iroquis) that we know all things through written documents.  These savages asked, ‘Before you came to the lands where we live did you rightly know we were here’.  We were obliged to say no.  ‘Then you don’t know all things through books, and they don’t tell you everything’.”
6.
Resolutions:  Main Resolution and Alternate Resolutions, and Procedural Matters

Janet McDougald read out the main resolution, noting that written copies of all alternate resolutions should be received before the deadline.  She announced that Iran and Egypt are boycotting this meeting in protest of the United States and its western allies, stating that they are trying to deprive developing states of nuclear technology.  
The main resolution pertaining to ensuring food security through equitable access to seeds and farming innovation, reads as follows:

The General Assembly,

Guided by the purposes and principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, and reaffirming its respect for and commitment to international law,

Recognizing access to food as a fundamental human right outlined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and various other international instruments,

Also recognizing the rights laid out in article 9 of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture,

Acknowledging the urgent need for a coordinated international plan of action to increase food production by 70 per cent by 2050, in response to global hunger,

Also acknowledging the connection between food security and climate change,

Also acknowledging that solutions to hunger will need to be safe, effective and environmentally sustainable,

Also acknowledging the need to empower small farmers through access and sharing of resources,

6.
Resolutions:  Main Resolution and Alternate Resolutions, and Procedural Matters (Continued)

1.
Agrees to establish a Global Seed and Farming Cooperative that will work within Member States, under the leadership of the Committee on Food Security.  Member States will collectively contribute an additional $5 billion to fund the initial establishment and implementation of the Cooperative.  The Cooperative will sustain operations through the following ongoing funding sources: 

a)
A membership fee of 2 per cent of annual profits 

b)
Annual grants from the International Fund for Agricultural Development 


By working through designated local organizations, the Cooperative will:

i. 
Create an internationally-regulated, not-for-profit system for the safe and effective exchange of local seed varieties appropriate to local conditions and environments.  The system will include standards for storage and cataloguing.  Seed availability and quality will be tracked through a global database.  The system will provide an alternative to commercial seed markets, while working with farmers to ensure patent laws are not violated.

ii. 
Develop and implement land-share and farmer field school programs through the purchase of local arable land.  Local families will have the opportunity to purchase land from the Cooperative.  A portion of the land will be used for education programs. 

iii. 
Maintain regionally-based research institutes for farming and seed innovation.  The research institutes will work with local farmers and combine science, agro-ecology and experience to improve crop yields through farming and seed production innovation relevant to the local environment.  Innovations will be tracked through the global database to facilitate knowledge sharing across regions. 

iv. 
Maintain an online and print directory of local small-scale farmers.  This directory will be accessible to retailers and humanitarian missions in need of food and supplies. 

2)
Agrees to amend national policy of Member States to allow for the implementation of the Cooperative, including:

i.
provisions to allow the Cooperative to operate within the country without interference from private organizations
ii. 
land reform policy to allow the Cooperative first-right-of-refusal on a pre‑determined portion of available arable land

............................

In alphabetical order and within a two minute time frame, each delegate presented his/her country’s position with respect to the main resolution.  

6.
Resolutions:  Main Resolution and Alternate Resolutions, and Procedural Matters (Continued)

Following the presentations, Janet McDougald asked the 22 teams representing the participating countries to retire to their designated rooms for a working lunch and caucus discussions on the main resolution and to lobby other member nations to support any alternate resolution they will be submitting.  She gave some advice about process, and indicated that the vote would take place later in the afternoon after the delegate presentations on the resolutions and following the open debate.  
7.
Member Nation Positions and Debate on Resolutions

When the meeting reconvened, written copies of alternate resolutions from eight countries were circulated to all delegates.  The main resolution, as well as eight alternate resolutions, was officially tabled at this time.  Janet McDougald outlined the rules of order for the debate of the resolutions.  Delegates at the table, team members seated in the gallery, and on-line participants from Peel secondary schools, were given an opportunity to ask questions of clarification with respect to the positions presented, and to present their countries’ views.  

All alternate resolutions will be considered before the main resolution.  Janet McDougald indicated that all votes will be recorded votes.  If any resolution is approved by majority vote, the issue will be decided and no further resolutions will be voted upon.

8.
Vote on Alternate Resolutions

The alternate resolutions proposed by member nations were individually voted upon, by recorded vote, as follows:

1.
France proposes the following:

The General Assembly,
Guided by the purposes and principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, and reaffirming its respect for and commitment to international law,

Recognizing access to food as a fundamental human right outlined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and various other international instruments,

Also recognizing the rights laid out in article 9 of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture,

Acknowledging the urgent need for a coordinated international plan of action to increase food production by 70 per cent by 2050, in response to global hunger,

Also acknowledging the connection between food security and climate change,

Also acknowledging that solutions to hunger will need to be safe, effective and environmentally sustainable,

8.
Vote on Alternate Resolutions (Continued)

1. France (Cont’d) 

Also acknowledging the need to empower small farmers through access and sharing of resources,

1)
Agrees to establish a Global Seed and Farming Cooperative that will work within Member States, under the leadership of the Committee on Food Security.  Member States will collectively contribute an additional $5 billion to fund the initial establishment and implementation of the Cooperative.  The Cooperative will sustain operations through the following ongoing funding sources: 

a.
A membership fee of 2 percent of annual profits

b. 
Annual grants from the International Fund for Agricultural Development

By working through designated local organizations, the Cooperative will:

i. 
Create an internationally-regulated, not-for-profit system for the safe and effective exchange of local seed varieties appropriate local conditions and environments.  The system will include standards for storage and cataloguing.  Seed availability and quality will be tracked through a global database.  The system will provide an alternative to commercial seed markets, while working with farmers to ensure patent laws are not violated.

ii. 
Develop and implement land-share and farmer field school programs through the purchase of local arable land.  Local families will have the opportunity to purchase land from the Cooperative.  A portion of the land will be used for education programs.

iii. 
Maintain regionally-based research institutes for farming and seed innovation.  The research institutes will work with local farmers and combine science, agro-ecology and experience to improve crop yields through the farming and seed production innovation relevant to the local environment.  Innovations will be tracked through the global database to facilitate knowledge sharing across regions.  It also agrees to provide additional rights for small-scale farmers by allowing them to implement their local farming methods within their communities and by not enforcing any strict methodical rules.  To ensure that these rights are being truly delivered to the farmers, an annual international meeting will be conducted. 

iv. 
Maintain an online and print directory of local small-scale farmers.  This directory will be accessible to retailers and humanitarian missions in need of food and supplies.

2) 
Agrees to amend national policy of Member States to allow for the implementation of the Cooperative, including:

i. 
provisions to allow the Cooperative to operate within the country without interference from private organizations

ii. 
land reform policy to allow the Cooperative first-right-of-refusal on a pre‑determined portion of available arable land.

8.
Vote on Alternate Resolutions (Continued)
1. France (Cont’d) 

3) 
Agrees to implement a water sanitation program.  The expected timeline to carry out the operations of the program is as follows:

i. 
A seven year pilot project to improve the quality of drinking water and meet basic sanitation needs in a developing country.  Direct contact with civilians in these countries, water sanitation technology and education programs will be implemented.  Member states of the Global Seed and Farming Cooperative will contribute financial support.

ii. 
There is a four year for the pre-implementation which includes training volunteers, teachers and field professionals who will carry out program activities in the developing country.  Construction of water technologies will be built during this time.

iii. 
There is a three year implementation on a program that will teach civilians of the importance of clean drinking water.  Volunteers will bring in supplies of sanitation products to the community, leading to improve the health of the people in this rural area.

iv. 
In 2016, the program will be assessed by the Global Seed and Farming Cooperative and the results will be reviewed.  Depending on the success of this program, it will be further continued in other developing countries.

In addition to the water sanitation systems, the program looks to conserve water by 2 to 5 percent per year, through the developed countries, until we collectively only use the water we need

4) 
Agrees to decrease the use of chemical and hazardous pesticides.  The programs require that:

i.
A 2 percent decrease per year for 15 years and then review the results.

ii.
Implement education and training programs for farmers about how the use of pesticides is dangerous.

iii.
Some of the alternative solutions are:

a.
Crop rotation which is planting different vegetables in different sections of land to reduce rest infestation and soil regeneration

b.
Diversified planting through intermingling different types of plants and not planting in straight rows

c.
Low toxicity pesticides which are biodegradable pest-control substances that have low toxicity to mammals and do not last long in the environment. 

5) 
Agrees to making sure there is an annual meeting for local farmers, by creating a union, where the farmers’ voices are heard. 

6) 
Agrees to getting rid of patent laws on seeds, giving farmers sovereignty of their land. 

7) 
Agrees to discuss each individual country’s share to the contribution of $5 billion at a later date, making it specific to each country’s ability to pay.  (Approximately 0.012%, of each country’s GDP.) 

8.
Vote on Alternate Resolutions (Continued)
1. France (Cont’d) 

8)
Agrees to assisting farmers to pay off micro loans. 

9) 
Agrees to establish indigenous seed banks. 

10) 
Agrees to subsidize organic foods initiatives.
............................

The result of the recorded vote was as follows:

	Yeas
	Nays
	Abstentions



	Australia, Ecuador, France, India, Netherlands, Peru, Philippines, Russian Federation

	Brazil, Canada, Germany, Ghana, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Mexico, Nigeria, Uganda, United States
	China, South Africa, United Kingdom

	
	
	……………defeated

	
	
	                     (8-11-3)


2.
Kenya proposes the following:

The General Assembly,

Guided by the purposes and principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights as well as the Charter of the United Nations, and reaffirming its respect for and commitment to international law,  

Recognizing that developing nations may be in need for food urgently – whether due to natural disasters, corruption and or their GDP’s, 

Also recognizing the rights laid out in article 9 of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture,   

Recognizing the urgent need to increase food production by 70% by 2050, 

Also acknowledging:  all the factors affecting food production and fuel production; the connection between food security and climate change; that solutions to hunger will need to be safe, effective and environmentally sustaining; the need to empower small farmers through access and sharing of resources, 

Agrees to the following additions / changes to policies, in addition to the proposed resolution: 

8.
Vote on Alternate Resolutions (Continued)
2. Kenya (Cont’d) 

1)
An increase in animal use in farming technology will in turn reduce green house gases, increase livestock, farmers, and encourage family/ small owned farms.  The use of animals must be held within reasonable limits to take into consideration the increase of methane.  These animals must also be held within environmentally sustainable conditions (such as less than 5 large farm animals used for ploughing per farmer).   

2)
Acknowledge the people’s right to healthy and culturally appropriate food production.  Allow farmers to trade with whomever they wish within reasonable limits, as well as allow countries to vote on whether they would like to produce Genetically Modified Foods for public purchase.  (Tariffs may be accounted within this proposed condition.)
3)
Allow a union to represent and organize small, young, and worldwide farmers.  This union will integrate certain farmers they represent within seed trade, workers rights, teaching new farmers about agriculture, and holding annual fairs in certain countries in order to extend world-wide seed trade, seed marketing and participatory plants program.   

4)
A membership fee that pertains, within 2% of profits, and is proportional to the country’s GDP and their percentage GDP from agriculture.  This membership fee will depend on the countries’ status.   

5)
A portion of the land will be used for seed production innovation, radio programs to connect farmers from all over the world, participatory plants program, as well as a scientist/ farmer led school to teach new and or young farmers. 

............................

The result of the recorded vote was as follows:

	Yeas
	Nays
	Abstentions



	Japan, Kenya, Mexico, 


	Australia, Ecuador, France, Jamaica, Peru, Philippines, Russian Federation, Uganda, United Kingdom
	Brazil, Canada, China, Germany, Ghana, India, Netherlands, Nigeria, South Africa, United States


	
	
	……………defeated

	
	
	                     (3-9-10)


8.
Vote on Alternate Resolutions (Continued)
3.
South Africa proposes the following:

The General Assembly,

Guided by the purposes and principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, and reaffirming its respect for and commitment to international law,

Recognizing access to food as a fundamental human right outlined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and various other international instruments,

Also recognizing the rights laid out in article 9 of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture,

Acknowledging the urgent need for a coordinated international plan of action to increase food production by 70 per cent by 2050, in response to global hunger,

Also acknowledging the connection between food security and climate change,

Also acknowledging that solutions to hunger will need to be safe, effective and environmentally sustainable,

Also acknowledging the need to empower small farmers through access and sharing of resources,

Recognizing that developing nations are in urgent need of support to combat widespread hunger,

1)
Agrees to establish a Global Seed and Farming Cooperative that will work within Member States, under the leadership of the Committee on Food Security and in cooperation with the International Fund for Agricultural Development.  Member States will collectively contribute an additional $5 billion to fund the initial establishment and implementation of the Cooperative.  The Cooperative will sustain operations through the following ongoing funding sources:

a. 
An annual membership fee, calculated as follows:


0.001% of GDP, multiplied by percentage of GDP from agriculture

b. 
Annual grants from the International Fund for Agricultural Development


By working through designated local organizations, the Cooperative will:

i. 
Create an internationally-regulated, not-for-profit system for the safe and effective exchange of local seed varieties appropriate to local conditions and environments.  The system will include standards for storage and cataloguing.  Seed availability and quality will be tracked through a global database.  The system will provide an alternative to commercial seed markets, while working with farmers to ensure patent laws are not violated.

8.
Vote on Alternate Resolutions (Continued)
3. South Africa (Cont’d) 

ii. 
Develop and implement land-share and farmer field school programs through the purchase of local arable land.  Local families will have the opportunity to purchase land from the Vooperative.  A portion of the land will be used for education programs.

iii. 
Maintain regionally-based research institutes for farming and seed innovation.  The research institutes will work with local farmers and combine science, agro-ecology and experience to improve crop yields through farming and seed production innovation relevant to the local environment.  Innovations will be tracked through the global database to facilitate knowledge sharing across regions.

iv. 
Maintain an online and print directory of local small-scale farmers.  This directory will be accessible to retailers and humanitarian missions in need of food and supplies.

v. 
Pursue and promote farming methods that do not cause extreme degradation to local ecosystems.

vi. 
Work in conjunction with the World Food Program to ensure that adequate emergency food supplies can be quickly sourced and transported, in order to prevent mass famine in times of need. 

2) 
Encourages Member States to amend national policy to allow for the implementation of the Cooperative, including:

i. 
provisions to allow the Cooperative to operate within the country without interference from private organizations

ii. 
land reform policy to allow the Cooperative first-right-of-refusal on a pre‑determined portion of available arable land

3) 
Encourages Member States to amend national import policies, in order to adopt a free trade model that will allow developing world farmers to compete in global markets. 

............................

(Continued overleaf)

8.
Vote on Alternate Resolutions (Continued)
3.
South Africa (Cont’d)
The result of the recorded vote was as follows:

	Yeas
	Nays
	Abstentions



	Australia, Brazil, Ghana, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Peru, South Africa 


	Ecuador, India, Mexico
	Canada, China, France, Germany, Netherlands, Nigeria, Philippines, Russian Federation, Uganda, United Kingdom, United States


	
	
	.….…………defeated

	
	
	                     (8-3-11)


4.
Canada proposes the following:

The General Assembly,

1.
Agrees to establish a Global Seed and Farming Cooperative that will work within Member States, under the leadership of the Committee on Food Security.  Member States will collectively contribute an additional $10 billion (USD) to fund the initial establishment and implementation of the cooperative, and every country has the right to refuse and add in as much as they can. 


The $5 billion to initiate this program will be amassed as follows:

-
Countries with GDP per capita of less than $2000 (USD) will be exempt from contributing to the initial fee.

-
Each member country will contribute a total percent of the $5 billion equal to their GDP per capita divided by the total GDP per capita of each nation eligible to contribute.


The Cooperative will sustain operations through the following ongoing funding sources:

a. 
A membership fee of 2 per cent of annual profits

b. 
Annual grants from the International Fund for Agricultural Development


By working through designated local organizations, the Cooperative will:

i. 
Create an internationally-regulated, not-for-profit system for the safe and effective exchange of local seed varieties appropriate to local conditions and environments.  The system will include standards for storage and cataloguing.  Seed availability and quality will be tracked through a global database.  The system will provide an alternative to commercial seed markets, while working with farmers to ensure patent laws are not violated.

8.
Vote on Alternate Resolutions (Continued)
4.
Canada (Cont’d)
ii. 
Develop and implement land-share and farmer field school programs through the purchase of local arable land.  Local families will have the opportunity to purchase land from the cooperative.  A portion of the land will be used for education programs.
iii. 
Maintain regionally-based research institutes for farming and seed innovation.  The research institutes will work with local farmers and combine science, agro-ecology and experience to improve crop yields through farming and seed production innovation relevant to the local environment.  Innovations will be tracked through the global database to facilitate knowledge sharing across regions.
iv. 
Maintain an online and print directory of local small-scale farmers.  This directory will be accessible to retailers and humanitarian missions in need of food and supplies.

2) 
Agrees to amend national policy of Member States to allow for the implementation of the Cooperative, including:
i.
provisions to allow for the Cooperative to operate within the country without interference from private organizations.
ii.
an agreement to allow the Cooperative to operate within the framework of its own regulations on food distribution and crop prices. 
iii.
the creation of an internationally agreed upon set of standards of food safety and regulation of genetically modified foods, pesticide use, and livestock protection.  

............................

The result of the recorded vote was as follows:

	Yeas
	Nays
	Abstentions



	Canada, Germany, Mexico, Russian Federation, South Africa, United Kingdom, United States


	France, India, Japan, Nigeria
	Australia, Brazil, China, Ecuador, Ghana, Jamaica, Kenya, Netherlands, Peru, Philippines, Uganda

	
	
	.….…………defeated

	
	
	                     (7-4-11)


8.
Vote on Alternate Resolutions (Continued)
5.
Brazil proposes the following:

The General Assembly,

Recognizing that under Article 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights all people have the right to proper nutritious food,

Reminding that one in twelve people around the world are malnourished and that this statistic is deplorable, 

1)
Reaffirms that this is a pressing issue which must be addressed immediately. 

2)
Proposes that farmers be educated on how to grow and sustain crops on arable land through the creation of a UN task force.
3)
Acknowledges that indigenous farmers have a unique understanding of their own native land.
4)
Recognizes that the sharing of knowledge has benefits for all parties.
5)
Advocates interactive education programs, in which all parties would have an opportunity to learn from one another.
6)
Suggests that technology be shared through funding by developed nations and nations with adequate resources by:

i.
The sharing of specialists who are trained in desert farming,

ii.
Proper and effective irrigation and drainage systems,

iii.
More advanced techniques for farming such as crop rotation,

iv.
Proper technologies to combat salination and other soil deficiencies. 

7)
Requests that a country that owes a debt to a developed nation subtract a percentage of the debt as payment for these programs and sharing of technology.
8)
Encourages interested nations to increase the amount of spending towards the purchase of food for starving individuals.
9)
Calls for the immediate illegalization of “terminator” seeds.
10)
Strongly discourages “land grabs,” as the harm they cause to local agriculture is often excessive and unacceptable.
11)
Emphatically condemns the practice of using food as a commodity or incentive for political gain.
12)
Supports the creation of an International Farmer’s Union which will get farmers from different regions and areas of the globe to meet at the United Nations and adequately voice their concerns and opinions to the United Nations. 

............................

8.
Vote on Alternate Resolutions (Continued)
The result of the recorded vote was as follows:

	Yeas
	Nays
	Abstentions



	Brazil, Ghana, Russian Federation 


	Australia, France, Germany, India, Jamaica, Japan, Mexico, Netherlands, Philippines, South Africa, United States
	Canada, China, Ecuador, Kenya, Nigeria, Peru, Uganda, United Kingdom

	
	
	.….…………defeated 

	
	
	                     (3-11-8)


6.
Nigeria proposes the following:

The General Assembly,

Guided by the purposes and principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, and reaffirming its respect for and commitment to international law,
Recognizing access to food as a fundamental human right outlined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and various other international instruments,
Also recognizing the rights laid out in article 9 of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture,
Acknowledging the urgent need for a coordinated international plan of action to increase food production by 70 per cent by 2050, in response to global hunger,

Also acknowledging the connection between food security and climate change,
Also acknowledging that solutions to hunger will need to be safe, effective and environmentally sustainable,
Also acknowledging the need to empower small farmers through access and sharing of resources,

1)
Agrees to establish a Global Seed and Farming Cooperative that will work within Member States, under the leadership of the Committee on Food Security.  Member States will collectively contribute an additional 0.2% of their GDP to fund the initial establishment and implementation of the Cooperative.  The Cooperative will sustain operations through the following ongoing funding sources: 

a)
A membership fee of 2 per cent of annual profits from the Cooperative 

b)
Annual grants from the International Fund for Agricultural Development 

8.
Vote on Alternate Resolutions (Continued)
6.
Nigeria (Cont’d)

By working through designated local organizations, the Cooperative will:

i. 
Create an internationally-regulated, not-for-profit system for the safe and effective exchange of local seed varieties appropriate to local conditions and environments.  The system will include standards for storage and cataloguing.  Seed availability and quality will be tracked through a global database.  The system will provide an alternative to commercial seed markets, while working with farmers to ensure patent laws are not violated.

ii. 
Develop and implement land-share and farmer field school programs through the purchase of local arable land.  Local families will have the opportunity to designate land for educational programs to the Cooperative. 

iii. 
Maintain regionally-based research institutes for farming and seed innovation.  The research institutes will work with local farmers and combine science, agro-ecology and experience to improve crop yields through farming and seed production innovation relevant to the local environment.  Innovations will be tracked through the global database to facilitate knowledge sharing across regions. 

iv. 
Maintain an online and print directory of local small-scale farmers, with their written permission.  This directory will be accessible to retailers and humanitarian missions in need of food and supplies.  Said retailers and humanitarian missions will also be in a directory available to the farmers, to ensure that no unfair advantage is being taken.

2)
Agrees to amend national policy of Member States to allow for the implementation of the Cooperative, including:

i.
provisions to allow the Cooperative to operate within the country without interference from private organizations

ii. 
land reform policy to allow the Cooperative first-right-of-refusal on a pre‑determined portion of available arable land

3) 
The Cooperative shall also establish where needed,
i) 
training centres for young farmers so that they can learn their trade and receive education on their surrounding environment, so that they can teach others and continue traditions of old. 

............................

(Continued overleaf)
8.
Vote on Alternate Resolutions (Continued)
6.
Nigeria (Cont’d)
The result of the recorded vote was as follows:

	Yeas
	Nays
	Abstentions



	Jamaica, Japan, Nigeria, Philippines, United States


	Australia, Canada, Ecuador, France, Germany, India, Peru, Russian Federation, South Africa, Uganda, United Kingdom
	Brazil, China, Ghana, Kenya, Mexico, Netherlands

	
	
	.….……defeated

	
	
	                     (5-11-6)


7.
Uganda proposes the following:

The General Assembly,

Guided by the purposes and principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, and reaffirming its respect for and commitment to international law,

Recognizing access to food as a fundamental human right outlined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and various other international instruments,

Also recognizing the rights laid out in article 9 of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture,

Acknowledging the urgent need for a coordinated international plan of action to increase food production by 70 per cent by 2050, in response to global hunger,

Also acknowledging the connection between food security and climate change,

Also acknowledging that solutions to hunger will need to be safe, effective and environmentally sustainable,

Also acknowledging the need to empower small farmers through access and sharing of resources,

1)
Agrees to establish a Global Seed and Farming Cooperative that will work within Member under the leadership of the Committee on Food Security.  Member States will collectively contribute an additional $5 billion to fund the initial establishment and implementation of the Cooperative based on 0.024% of the member’s GDP.  The  Cooperative will sustain operations through the following ongoing funding sources:

a)
A membership fee of 1.5 per cent of annual profits
8.
Vote on Alternate Resolutions (Continued)
7.
Uganda (Cont’d)
b)
0.5 per cent of annual profits will go into a savings plan where it can be used in times of economic turmoil.  This will help Member States maintain their membership in the Cooperative.
c)
Annual grants from the International Fund for Agricultural Development
d)
Member States that do not have an adequate amount of agricultural resources have the option of sponsoring another developing nation with a sufficient amount of resources.  This will strengthen and create new trade alliances.


By working through designated local organizations, the Cooperative will:

i. 
Create an internationally-regulated, not-for-profit system for the safe and effective exchange of local seed varieties appropriate to local conditions and environments.  The system will include standards for storage and cataloguing.  Seed availability and quality will be tracked through a global database.  The system will provide an alternative to commercial seed markets, while working with farmers to ensure patent laws are not violated.

ii. 
Develop and implement land-share and farmer field school programs through the purchase of local arable land.  Local families will have the opportunity to purchase land from the Cooperative.  A portion of the land will be used for education programs. 

iii. 
Maintain regionally-based research institutes for farming and seed innovation.  The research institutes will work with local farmers and combine science, agro-ecology and experience to improve crop yields through farming and seed production innovation relevant to the local environment.  Innovations will be tracked through the global database to facilitate knowledge sharing across regions. 

iv. 
Maintain an online and print directory of local small-scale farmers.  This directory will be accessible to retailers and humanitarian missions in need of food and supplies. 

2)
Agrees to amend national policy of Member States to allow for the implementation of the Cooperative, including:

i.
provisions to allow for the Cooperative to operate within the country in collaboration with private and local organizations.

ii. 
land reform policy to allow the Cooperative first-right-of-refusal on a pre-determined portion of available arable land

............................

8.
Vote on Alternate Resolutions (Continued)
7.
Uganda (Cont’d)
The result of the recorded vote was as follows:

	Yeas
	Nays
	Abstentions



	Ghana, Jamaica, Japan, Uganda, United Kingdom 


	Brazil, Canada, China, Ecuador, France, Germany, India, Kenya, Mexico, Nigeria, Peru, Philippines, South Africa, United States
	Australia, Netherlands, Russian Federation

	
	
	.….…………defeated

	
	
	                     (5-14-3)


8.
United States proposes the following:

The General Assembly,

Guided by the purposes and principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, and reaffirming its respect for and commitment to international law,

Recognizing access to food as a fundamental human right outlined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and various other international instruments,

Also recognizing the rights laid out in article 9 of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture,

Acknowledging the urgent need for a coordinated international plan of action to increase food production by 70 per cent by 2050, in response to global hunger,

Also acknowledging the connection between food security and climate change,

Also acknowledging that solutions to hunger will need to be safe, effective and environmentally sustainable,

Also acknowledging the need to empower small farmers through access and sharing of resources

1)
Agrees to establish a Global Seed and Farming Cooperative that will work within Member States, under the leadership of the Committee on Food Security.  Member States are encouraged to collectively contribute an additional $5 billion to fund the initial establishment and implementation of the Cooperative. In addition, the United States of America will contribute a total of $10 billion to initiate this cooperation.  The Cooperative will sustain operations through the following ongoing funding sources: 

a)
A membership fee of 2 per cent of annual profits 

b)
Annual grants from the International Fund for Agricultural Development 
8.
Vote on Alternate Resolutions (Continued)
8.
United States (Cont’d)

By working through designated local organizations, the Cooperative will:

i. 
Create an internationally-regulated, not-for-profit system for the safe and effective exchange of local seed varieties appropriate to local conditions and environments.  The system will include standards for storage and cataloguing.  Seed availability and quality will be tracked through a global database.  The system will provide an alternative to commercial seed markets, while working with farmers to ensure patent laws are not violated.

ii. 
Develop and implement land-share and farmer field school programs through the purchase of local arable land.  Local families will have the opportunity to purchase land from the Cooperative.  A portion of the land will be used for education programs. 

iii. 
Maintain regionally-based research institutes for farming and seed innovation.  The research institutes will work with local farmers and combine science, agro-ecology and experience to improve crop yields through farming and seed production innovation relevant to the local environment.  Innovations will be tracked through the global database to facilitate knowledge sharing across regions. 

iv. 
Maintain an online and print directory of local small-scale farmers.  This directory will be accessible to retailers and humanitarian missions in need of food and supplies.

v. 
Lower tariffs will be implemented on imports/exports and this resolution will be less government-orientated and run more based on the United Nations. 

2)
Agrees to amend national policy of Member States to allow for the implementation of the Cooperative, including:

i.
provisions to allow for the Cooperative to operate within the country without interference from private organizations

ii. 
land reform policy to allow the Cooperative first-right-of-refusal on a pre‑determined portion of available arable land

............................

(Continued overleaf)
8.
Vote on Alternate Resolutions (Continued)
8.
United States (Cont’d)
The result of the recorded vote was as follows:

	Yeas
	Nays
	Abstentions



	Germany, Nigeria, South Africa, United States
	Australia, Brazil, Canada, Ecuador, France, Ghana, India, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Mexico, Netherlands, Peru, Russian Federation, Uganda

	China, Philippines, United Kingdom,

	
	
	.….…………defeated

	
	
	                     (4-15-3)


9.
Vote on Main Resolution

The General Assembly,

Guided by the purposes and principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, and reaffirming its respect for and commitment to international law,

Recognizing access to food as a fundamental human right outlined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and various other international instruments,

Also recognizing the rights laid out in article 9 of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture,

Acknowledging the urgent need for a coordinated international plan of action to increase food production by 70 per cent by 2050, in response to global hunger,

Also acknowledging the connection between food security and climate change,

Also acknowledging that solutions to hunger will need to be safe, effective and environmentally sustainable,

Also acknowledging the need to empower small farmers through access and sharing of resources,

1.
Agrees to establish a Global Seed and Farming Cooperative that will work within Member States, under the leadership of the Committee on Food Security.  Member States will collectively contribute an additional $5 billion to fund the initial establishment and implementation of the Cooperative.  The Cooperative will sustain operations through the following ongoing funding sources: 

a)
A membership fee of 2 per cent of annual profits 

b)
Annual grants from the International Fund for Agricultural Development 
9.
Vote on Main Resolution (Continued)

By working through designated local organizations, the Cooperative will:

i. 
Create an internationally-regulated, not-for-profit system for the safe and effective exchange of local seed varieties appropriate to local conditions and environments.  The system will include standards for storage and cataloguing.  Seed availability and quality will be tracked through a global database.  The system will provide an alternative to commercial seed markets, while working with farmers to ensure patent laws are not violated.

ii. 
Develop and implement land-share and farmer field school programs through the purchase of local arable land.  Local families will have the opportunity to purchase land from the cooperative.  A portion of the land will be used for education programs. 

iii. 
Maintain regionally-based research institutes for farming and seed innovation.  The research institutes will work with local farmers and combine science, agro-ecology and experience to improve crop yields through farming and seed production innovation relevant to the local environment.  Innovations will be tracked through the global database to facilitate knowledge sharing across regions. 

iv. 
Maintain an online and print directory of local small-scale farmers.  This directory will be accessible to retailers and humanitarian missions in need of food and supplies. 

2)
Agrees to amend national policy of Member States to allow for the implementation of the Cooperative, including:

i.
provisions to allow for the Cooperative to operate within the country without interference from private organizations
ii. 
land reform policy to allow the Cooperative first-right-of-refusal on a pre-determined portion of available arable land

............................

The result of the recorded vote was as follows:

	Yeas
	Nays
	Abstentions



	Australia, Canada, China, Ecuador, France, Germany, Ghana, India, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Mexico, Netherlands, Nigeria, Peru, United Kingdom, United States
	Brazil, Uganda
	Philippines, Russian Federation, South Africa

	
	
	.….…………approved

	
	
	                     (17-2-3)


10.
Closing Remarks

Janet McDougald thanked the students and their teachers for their enthusiastic participation in the Student Model UN.  She thanked Shawn Moynihan, Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction Support Services, for again providing funding for this event, and she thanked Communications Support Services staff for their work in planning, organizing and recording today's event.  Janet McDougald requested that students leave their name badges for re-use and complete their evaluation forms electronically.

11.
Adjournment
The Student Model United Nations deliberations adjourned at 4:10 p.m. 
Received: 8
Supported by:  Germany



















