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Turn math into family fun

For parents of students in primary and junior grades

We have entered a math revolution.  Math in classrooms today is not about learning and memorizing procedures, or finding one solution to an isolated question.  Today mathematics is about giving students the opportunity to investigate and engage with the math, while the teacher mediates.  In this way, kids get a chance to do some hard thinking and begin to own the math; they invent their own procedures and become empowered.  Today in math classrooms, students have to predict and prove; they also have the opportunity to judge and evaluate their ideas and the ideas of others in a safe environment.  Today, mathematics is meaningful and as a result, students develop a deeper 

understanding of numbers and their place in our world.  

All children can learn and enjoy math.  

You can help your child succeed in math by:

· Keeping a positive attitude about math 

· Believing in your child’s ability to learn math

· Talking about the math in everyday situations (think about all the things you do that involve mathematics)

You can enjoy math as a family

· Play board games and card games and talk about strategies 

· Collect rocks, buttons, pine cones, leaves, stamps etc.  sort them in different ways (colour, size, shape)

· Go on a math walk (inside your home, in the garden, in the community) and talk about shapes and patterns

· Look at maps and discuss them, draw maps (of your kitchen, bedroom)

· Estimate, estimate, estimate (distances, time, the cost of items e.g. How long do you think it will take to brush your teeth?)  Have them explain their reasons. 

· Take family tallies and votes 

· Read math stories and visit math websites together (list of books/websites below)

· Bake and cook together, discuss the measurements

· Math is everywhere, can you find the math?

Connecting Math and Literacy (these are math stories to read and discuss with your child)

Amanda Bean’s Amazing Dream by Cindy Neuschwander
The Greedy Triangle by Marilyn Burns
A Cloak for the Dreamer by Aileen Friedman

Spaghetti and Meatballs for All by Marilyn Burns

More on reverse

The King’s Commissioners by Aileen Friedman

Math for Smarty Pants by Marilyn Burns

The Book of Think by Marilyn Burns

The $1.00 Word Riddle Book by Marilyn Burns

Counting on Frank by Rod Clement

Math Curse by Jon Scieszka and Lane Smith

G is for Googol: a math alphabet book by David Schwartz

How Much is a Million? by David Schwartz

Grandfather Tang’s Story by Ann Tompert

One Hundred Hungry Ants by Eleanor J. Pincze

Alexander Who Used to be Rich Last Sunday  by Judith Viorst

The King’s Chessboard by David Birch

100th Day Worries by Margery Cuyler

The Village of Round and Square Houses by Ann Grifalconi

Math websites for students and parents

http://www.peel.edu.on.ca/parents/activities/act.html
http://lhsparent.org
http://www.er.gov/pubs/EarlyMath/whatis.html
http://illuminations.nctm.org/swr/index.asp
http://www.e-workshop.on.ca/
http://www.mathcats.com
http://www.figurethis.org/index.htm
http://www.ed.gov/pubs/parents/Math 
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