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Help your child succeed in reading. 

Reading tips for parents 

For students in primary and junior grades.

When parents are involved in their children's education, they will do better in school. Here are some tips for parents on how you can help your child succeed with reading. 

Be a role model. Make reading a part of your daily experience. Set aside family time and a special place for reading together. Give positive feedback and express confidence in your child's ability to succeed as a reader. 

Connect reading to daily life • We are surrounded by words. Make your child aware of and read environmental print together (shopping lists, billboards, street and traffic signs, TV and other advertising, etc.) Point out different words around you. Talk about the ways in which you use reading in your job and daily life (recipes in the kitchen etc.). Provide your child with rich experiences such as trips to the local park, theatre, art galleries and the library to provide necessary background knowledge. Get library cards for yourself and your child and encourage them to borrow books on a regular basis. Allow your children to choose their own books. 

Read aloud with your child every day.

Reading aloud is one of the most important things parents can do to support their child's literacy and reading development. Even as your child gets older, reading aloud should continue to be an important experience in your home. Fifteen minutes a day, every day, will help children develop the reading habit. Make it an enjoyable experience. Read a variety of texts depending on your child's interests. Read stories, a 

paragraph from the newspaper or take turns reading an article or a book – anything that interests your child and you.

If English is not your first language, help your child become proficient in your home language.

Read with your child in your home language. This is very important as a strong foundation in your child's home language supports learning achievement and success in English.  

Listen and talk to your child. Listen to what your child has to say about the books he/she is reading. Ask open-ended questions such as "What do you think will happen next?" or "What would you do?" or"Why do you think this happened?"Put things into your own words and encourage your child to do the same. It is important that your child learns to understand what he/she reads in a deeper and more critical way. "

Reread your child's favourite books. Children need to hear favourite stories over and over again. Repeated readings help them make sense of print. This also helps them learn how to predict what is coming next. As children become familiar with a story, they develop confidence about reading.

Stay informed.  Ask about what your child is reading at school. What topics are being addressed in language, social studies, history classes? What’s interesting? • Read the curriculum documents for your child's grade. Attend literacy sessions at your child's school and talk to your child's teacher about the language arts program. 

Workshop presented by Rita Manners, Principal, Simone Gravesande and Reet Sehr, Vice Principals.. Tip sheet prepared by Reet Sehr, Vice Principal.. 

Visit "Parents Boost Learning" at www.peelschools.org for more Parent Tip Sheets.


