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Boost learning with proven parenting strategies 
For all parents
"Parents who know their children's teachers, help with the homework and teach their kids right from wrong - these parents can make all the difference." (Bill Clinton)

Parents as partners in student success
· Let them see you read, and read to them and with them. Keep books, magazines, and newspapers around the house. 
· Writing takes practice, and it starts at home. 
· Teach children to do things for themselves rather than do the work for them. 
· Help children, when needed, to break a job down into small pieces, then do the job one step at a time. This works for everything, for example, a homework assignment. 
· Develop, with your child, a reasonable, consistent schedule to help with time management.
· Have consistent rules at home that children can depend on. Put a plan into action, and follow through. 
· Set limits on TV viewing so that everyone can get work done with less background noise. 
· Watch TV with your children and talk about what you see. 

Families can support students by
· understanding that you have a key role in the development of your children – for example, talk things through with your children, listen to what they are saying and answer their questions
· supporting your children at home in reading and writing – for example, caring deeply about your children, watching their progress and offering praise, helping and supporting them when it is needed. Don’t expect that children will get everything right the first time around.
· letting your children know that you have confidence in them. Remind them of specific successes they have had in the past perhaps in swimming, soccer, cooking, or in doing a difficult homework assignment.
· 
showing children how the curriculum relates to life beyond school – for example, share with them what you do at work, or take them to your workplace
· networking with other families to share effective family and parenting practices that work in terms of fostering student success
· building working relationships with teachers – foster lines of open communication
· engaging with schools in activities that support student success – for example, be a part of the school council or attend school functions
· reinforcing the importance and value of completing homework
This tip sheet was prepared by Noel Lim, Secondary Resource Teacher.
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Visit "Parents Boost Learning" at www.peelschools.org for more Parent Tip Sheets.


