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Whatever happened to phonics?

How schools teach reading and writing

For parents of students in primary and junior grades

It all starts with talk!

Talk is the beginning of all language. It is how children experience sounds together with meaning.  

· Enjoy spontaneous play as well as thoughtful, special times together.

· Read aloud. Read all sorts of books as often as you can. 

· Talk with your child – about play, books, plans and ideas.
· Play singing games and nursery rhymes.
· Learn new words – names of things, describing words, funny or unusual words (at the store, skating rink, library, etc.).
· Express a point of view. Talk out loud about your reasoning and logic, appreciate and value your child's reasoning and logic.
· Play with and enjoy words to songs, rhymes, alliterative sounds (e.g., big, black bear), rhythmic patterns (e.g. nursery rhymes – To market, to market, to buy a fat pig…home again, home again, jiggety jig!).
· Have fun, enjoy language.

Bring in the alphabet

As their experience grows, children begin to understand that letters represent the sounds in speech.

· Alphabet song – variations (e.g. to other nursery rhyme tunes)

· Say the letter 'names'

· Say the letter 'sounds'

· Say beginning sounds of words – the ending sounds, the middle sounds

· Letter-finding – make it a game

· Play games using the letter names and sounds (e.g. 'I Spy')

· Notice letter combinations (e.g. endings – 'ing', 'ed', 's';  word families - *at, *ed, *ate, etc.)

Read to…read with…keep on reading!

A terrific benefit of reading aloud is that familiar words heard often are always easier to read than unfamiliar words.  Children need to hear and see words over and over again, in an enjoyable, relaxed way with a loved adult.

· Re-read favourite books

· Make up different endings for favourite books

· Read information books – get excited about your child's interests

· Read magazines and newspapers, share your reading

· Celebrate success, attempts and learning

· Show your child how to find things out, look for answers and research questions

· Use the Internet…wisely 

· Share the Internet with your child…wisely

· Help your child experience all kinds of reading materials – e.g. TV guide, cereal boxes, street and traffic signs, letters

· Ask questions and find the answers together

· Value your child's ideas and opinions

· Show your child that you read too

Express ideas with crayons, paint and plasticine
In the first stages of writing, children do not understand that letters represent the sounds, although they do know that print represents spoken messages. 

· Link your child's ideas with his scribbles, painting, models, etc.

· Let your child 'read back' her 'writing'

· Celebrate their attempts at making letters

· Use sand, pudding, mud, etc. to make letters, and talk and laugh and make the letter sounds as you do it together

· Play 'I Spy' with letters and sounds in the grocery store, on a trip, etc.

· Show your child that writing is important. Messages and communication are real.

Making words!

From their growing awareness of speech sounds and letter forms, children begin to spell by sounding out parts of words.

· Have lots of magnetic letters around – on cookie trays, burner covers, your fridge, freezer or file cabinet

· Informally, and as they occur, notice patterns and groups of letters and sounds

· Play with endings like ed, ing, and s
· Find little words in big words

· Begin a 'high frequency' word collection (e.g. and, but, where, when, because, the…)

· Find the words from your lists in your reading

· Keep a list of 'words to chew on' – really good, big, meaty words!

· Find out how many words you can find that mean...

· Play with opposites

Writing for a purpose

Children's writing develops when they write in real-life situations, for reasons that they clearly understand.

· Write notes and read the notes your child leaves for you. Don't forget to write back!

· Write invitations

· Label pictures

· Write shopping lists

· Notice different forms of writing – advertisements, letters, signs, instructions, etc.

· Encourage your child to write down ideas, opinion, wonderings, questions...

· Keep a trip diary

· Keep a daily diary

· Respect your child's private writings

· Show your child that you write too
This tip sheet was prepared by Donna Allworth and Leslie Guimond, Early Literacy Teachers.

