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Schools and police 

Working together for school safety

For all students

The Peel board's partnership with the Peel Regional Police Neighbourhood Policing Unit enables both organizations to share resources and work together for school safety. Officers involved with the Neighbourhood Policing Unit are each assigned a secondary school to work with throughout the school year. 

Issues involving bullying, assaults, thefts and other criminal charges are addressed on an individual basis. The police's support extends to feeder schools when requested.

This tip sheet will provide you with information related to the efforts of Neighbourhood Policing Units.

Youth Criminal Justice Act

On Feb. 4, 2002, parliament passed Bill C-7, which is the Youth Criminal Justice Act (YCJA). It is a new law that replaced the Young Offenders Act (YOA). 

There are many concerns regarding the YOA and its lack of clarity related to fundamental principles of legislation. Significant problems within the youth justice system include the lack of accountability, protection of society, special needs of young persons and meaningful consequences.

The main focus of act is to:

· reduce the high level of youth incarceration 

· avoid the overuse of courts for cases involving minors

· develop clear guidelines between more serious and less serious offences

· address victims' interests 

· promote fairness in sentencing 

· reinforce the effective reintegration of youth

Here are a few key definitions related to the YCJA: 

· child - a person who appears to be less than 

12-years-old

· young person - a person between the age of 12 and 18 

· extra judicial measure - measures other than judicial proceedings used to deal with a young person alleged to have committed an offence

Gang warning signs

Youth often join gangs because they are looking for attention, identity and status. Gang members often dress in a particular style or colour that identifies the gang they belong to. As a parent, it is important that you recognize the warning signs and discuss the dangers of gangs with your child. Here are a few things to look for:

· bandannas or head gear in specific colours 

· your child is obsessed with a particular clothing colour  

· hand signs or gestures 

· tattoos 

· a change in behaviour and withdrawal from the family

· graffiti that signals a gang association 
· declining grades
Peel Regional Crime Stoppers

Crime Stoppers is a non-profit organization, which encourages the community, news media and police to work together against crime. 

Crime Stoppers' mandate is to fight crime and to combat two major problems that often discourage people from reporting crimes—apathy and fear. Crime Stoppers offers cash rewards and anonymity. You never have to give your name, or have to testify in court and there is no call display. Crime Stoppers can be reached 24 hours a day, seven days a week, by calling toll free 1-800-222-TIPS (1-800-222-8477).
Rights to Counsel 

All persons are guaranteed rights under the Charter. Young people are extended the same rights with a few additions because of their age. These include:

· the right to retain and instruct counsel without delay

· the right to consult with a lawyer and/or the youth's parent(s) or another adult relative or, if they are not available some other adult 

· the right to free advice from a legal aid lawyer 

· the ability to apply to the Ontario Legal Aid Plan for legal assistance if charged with an offence. Youth can call 1-800-265-0451 to contact a Legal Aid Duty Counsel Lawyer for free legal advice.

This tip sheet was prepared by Constable Leslie Smith, Peel Regional Police.

