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Understanding the school system 

How to encourage school success

For students in all grades

Participation is the bottom line. Get involved!

Parents who are involved in some way are more likely to have children who perform better in school. It is important for parents to draw from their own experiences to try to make sense of their child's school experience.

Here are some important differences between school systems in the Caribbean and Ontario:

· Secondary students in Ontario accumulate credits over four grades to qualify for graduation. There are no school-leaving exams.

· Schools share information with parents at formal like Parents’ Night—not during chance encounters in the community. It is important that you attend these opportunities to learn more about what's happening at the school.

· Many Ontario schools use websites or e-mails to communicate with parents. You should watch for this information so that it is not missed. 

· The main responsibility for a student’s performance rests with the student and parent. However, it's important that parents and the school work in partnership to help children succeed. 

· Courses in high school are offered at different academic levels in Ontario. Not all students in 

high school are working towards a high school diploma. 

Many programs are available for students who do not wish to get a diploma. These options can be explored with your child's guidance counsellor.

Frequently asked questions

What are the requirements for graduation?

Requirements include:

· obtaining 30 course credits

· passing the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) or the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course (OSSLC)

· completing 40 hours of community service

What are the differences between a graduation diploma, certificate and certificate of accomplishment? 

Students working towards a diploma must earn 30 credits, pass the OSSLT or OSSLC and complete 40 hours of community service. 

The Ontario Secondary School Certificate is granted on request to students who leave school before earning a diploma provided they have earned a minimum of 14 credits.  

Students who leave school before fulfilling the requirements for a diploma or certificate may be granted a Certificate of Accomplishment. It may be used to recognize achievement for students who plan to take vocational programs or training, or who plan to find work after leaving school.

More on reverse

What are the different levels of study?

In grade 9 and 10, three types of courses are offered: academic, applied and open. In grades 11 and 12, courses offered to prepare students for post-secondary destinations include:

University preparation, university/college preparation, college preparation, workplace preparation, open and locally developed courses.

Open courses are appropriate for all students. Locally developed courses are courses that meet educational needs not met by the provincial curriculum, such as a course in heating and ventilation.

What is Special Education?

The Peel District School Board offers a wide range of special education programs and services which are designed to provide the best possible learning opportunities for individual students of varying abilities and needs.

Students are deemed exceptional by an Identification Placement and Review Committee (IPRC) only when it is determined that they require placement in a special education program to meet their needs. Individual Education Plans (IEPs) are developed for each student in the special education program. This lets teachers know how the student's program should be adapted to meet his needs.

When it is established that a student no longer requires such placement, she can be demitted from the program, and would no longer be exceptional.

For information about what Special Education programs and services are available, contact the school's Special Education department.  

Be familiar with the school's expectations 

As a parent, it's important for you to be familiar with school expectations. Your child's school will have specific student expectations that cover the following:

· discipline

· attendance

· homework

· report cards

· timetables

These expectations are important to your child's success in school. Information on these expectations is available from the school.  Feel free to ask for it.

Work together with the school

The school and home must work together.  Involved parents mean successful students.

Here's what you can do to support learning at home:

· know your rights and responsibilities 


as a parent

· stay in touch with your child’s teachers

· be familiar with your child’s program and check it regularly

· attend Parents’ Nights and Open Houses at your child's school

· participate in support organizations, e.g. school council

· be a volunteer in your child’s school, if you can

· take a course yourself—be a model of lifelong learning

· visit the Peel board’s website regularly for important information at www.peelschools.org
"Together we care for the children we share."
This tip sheet was prepared by Sheila Hoyte, Head of Literacy.

Visit "Parents Boost Learning" at www.peelschools.org for more Parent Tip Sheets.


