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Growing Success

What you need to know about assessment, evaluation and reporting in Ontario schools
“The primary purpose of assessment is to improve student learning.”
Processes around assessment, evaluation and reporting are governed by Ministry of Education and board policies. In April 2010, the ministry published Growing Success, a policy document that directs the assessment, evaluation and reporting of student achievement in Ontario schools, from grades 1 to 12. Growing Success aims to update, clarify and co-ordinate ministry policy, and achieve fairness, transparency, equity and consistency across the province. 
What’s changed?
The new assessment, evaluation and reporting policy resulted in changes to existing practice effective September 2010, including:
· the introduction of a new progress report card for elementary schools that will not contain grades or percentage marks which indicates whether students are or are not on track to meeting learning goals—sent home between Nov. 15-18, 2010
· two report cards for elementary schools with grades or percentage marks—the term one report card will be sent home between Feb. 7-10, 2011, and the final report card will be sent home in June 2011.
· on progress report cards, teachers will now indicate if a student is “progressing well,” “progressing very well” or “progressing with difficulty” in subject areas

· six new learning skills/work habits will replace nine previous learning skills—grades 1 to 12
· responsibility

· organization

· independent work

· collaboration

· initiative

· self-regulation 

· teachers will comment on student strengths and next steps for improvement for learning skills/work habits and some subject areas
· teachers will indicate how each student is progressing on learning skills/work habits—excellent (E), good (G), satisfactory (S) or needs improvement (N). Teachers will comment only on what has been taught, assessed or emphasized with students in the first six to eight weeks of the term.

· parents/guardians and students will have space to comment on the provincial report card

Why are these learning skills and work habits included?

Learning skills and work habits encourage students to learn more effectively, develop their potential as independent learners and take ownership over their own learning. As students move through school, they develop and combine their learning skills and work habits in preparation for post-secondary education and the world of work. Learning skills and work habits help students to prepare for learning and working in the 21st Century.

How will my child be assessed?
Assessment is an ongoing process aimed at understanding and improving student learning. In  the classroom, there are three types of assessment:
· Assessment as learning - students are actively engaged in this assessment process—that is, they monitor their own learning, use assessment feedback from teacher, self and peers to determine next steps, and set individual learning goals. 

· Assessment for learning - the ongoing process of gathering and interpreting evidence about student learning for the purpose of determining where students are in their learning, where they need to go, and how best to get there. The information gathered is used by teachers to provide feedback and adjust instruction and by students to focus their learning. 

· Assessment of learning - the process of collecting and interpreting evidence for the purpose of summarizing learning at a given point in time, to make judgments about the quality of student learning on the basis of established criteria, and to assign a value to represent that quality. The information gathered may be used to communicate the student’s achievement to parents, other teachers, students themselves, and others. 
How will my child be evaluated?
Evaluation is a judgment made about the assessments of student learning, based on established and shared success criteria. Teachers gather evidence of student learning taken from observations, conversations and student products (e.g. such as reports, projects, tests, exams and assignments) over time and use this evidence along with professional judgment to determine students’ grades. Determining a report card grade involves teacher interpretation of evidence and should reflect the student’s most consistent level of achievement, with special consideration given to more recent evidence. These evaluations form the basis of report card grades or marks, and are made so that progress can be communicated to students and parents.

How often does reporting take place?
The new reporting system is one part of continuous communication that provides students and  parents with descriptive feedback that is clear, specific, meaningful and timely to support improved

learning and achievement.

By sending an elementary progress report card home earlier, we provide students, teachers and parents with an opportunity to reflect upon progress to date and discuss plans to ensure future success. 

Formal reporting to parents occurs regularly throughout the school year. Summary of Progress Reports are issued twice a year to parents of kindergarten students. Grade 1 to 8 students receive one provincial progress report card and two provincial report cards throughout the year. 

Students with Individual Education Plans will follow the same formal reporting period.

Who can I talk to about my child’s progress?

The elementary progress report card and elementary provincial report cards are one aspect of ongoing communication between home and school. As always, we encourage you to discuss concerns and questions with your child’s teacher at any time. 

You will also have the opportunity to discuss your child’s progress at a parent-teacher conference on Nov. 25 or 26, 2010.
Learn more
Please contact your child’s principal if you have any questions or concerns. For a copy of Growing Success, visit the ministry website at http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/success.html.

 

